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COVER: Exploring new places with friends increases bonds and trust. 
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The Glen Helen Outdoor Education Center has been 
a place of transformation for almost 70 years. Seventy 
years! That’s a lifetime of young people experiencing 
nature, discovering things about themselves, and 
making connections with other humans. These 
transformative experiences are the cornerstone of 
the Center’s three modes of operations: Outdoor 
School, Ecocamp, and the Naturalist Intern program. 

Every person who comes to the Outdoor Education 
Center has the opportunity to have a transformative 
experience, and that experience is different for each 
individual. Notably, it doesn’t matter whether that 
person is a student, intern, camper, teacher, employee; 
the challenges and opportunities set in front of each 
of those human beings is unique to them. What 
the Center provides is the support system to let 
them succeed. 

Today’s transformative experiences can look different 
from past ones. Many students have never walked on 
an unpaved surface before. Feeling the lumps and 
bumps of a well-worn trail, the rough texture of a 
gravel path, or the soft, spongy springiness of moss 
can be an incredible sensory experience. 

Many students have never had agency over how 
much they get to eat. The ability to choose how much 
food to put on the plate and serving one’s self opens 
the door to self-regulation, critical thinking, and 
confidence in decision making skills. 

Today’s transformative experiences are unique. There 
are no screens at the Outdoor Education Center. No 
video games, no handheld games, no YouTube, no 
social media, no podcasts! Students’ brains have a 
chance to bounce back from the physical and 
psychological changes incurred by too much screen 
time. Students are able to make eye contact and 
speak aloud to other students. They play games 
together, learning how to negotiate, practice taking 
turns, and engaging with their feelings. 

Today’s transformative experiences are timeless. 
For some, being immersed in nature is a first. For 
some folks, Glen Helen is like a big backyard. Close 
to roads, parking areas, and other types of human 
development, but still also has that feeling of a 
sanctuary for nature. For others, the nature 
experience at Glen Helen is a wilderness experience. 
Many students have never been surrounded by 
nature to where they cannot see a trail, building, 
parking lot, or utility pole. This feeling of remoteness, 
of being apart from the development of humans, is 
hugely transformational.

My New Favorite Place in the Glen?  I get asked all the 
time to name my favorite place in Glen Helen. For 
years, my answer has been the Upper Birch Creek 
Trail, because I just love seeing the rock formations 
that have separated from the cliff face and are starting 
their geological-time march down the slope. Also, the 
view down the slope to the creek is just—to use a 
technical term—awesome. Plus, if you happen to be 
out birdwatching in the early morning, you’re not 
going to be staring into the sun when you try to look 
down into the creek valley. (The opposite is true if 
you stand on the Corry Street side of the Glen.)

The Upper Birch Creek Trail retains its awesomeness, 
but I have a new favorite place. It’s where I go when I 
need to stretch my legs in the middle of a workday. It 
has also become the place we linger longest when I 
lead bird walks in the preserve. It’s a dynamic place, 
rarely the same from one day to the next. Remarkably, 
it has only existed in the Glen for four years. 

Perhaps you’ve guessed already. I’m referring to the 
beaver pond on the Yellow Springs Creek. Why do I 
love it so? Let me count the ways…

An up-close look at an engineering marvel: Of all the 
places that the beavers could have constructed their 
dam, they chose a spot in the Yellow Springs Creek 

just a few feet upstream from our bridge across the 
creek. As the beaver continued to enlarge their dam, 
they opted to route it right through our boardwalk, so 
when you visit the area, you can see and marvel at 
their construction technique. The dam, at this point is 
close to seven feet high at its tallest spot, and about 
300 feet wide. 

Birds: Oh my gosh—so many birds. The beaver created 
habitats that weren’t previously present in the preserve, 
including flooded woods, open water, and the dam 
itself. The flooded woods attract a profusion of 
species, including the best woodpecker—the red-
headed, which was previously scarce in the Glen. The 
open water now takes up enough space to attract a 
greater variety of waterfowl, like a group of blue-
winged teal seen earlier this year. In the late summer, 
Jewel weed grows in abundance on the dam, and the 
flowers attract multiple hummingbirds. And many more!

A sense of wonder: Head down to the beaver view 
boardwalk and you’re likely to likely to find school 
groups or other visitors taking it all in with a sense of 
wonder. Maybe they’re searching for tadpoles in the 
still water by the boardwalk. Maybe they notice the 
Canada geese nesting on the side of the beaver 
lodge itself.  

Still, this ever-changing spot is amazing. In fact, I think 
I’ll head there right now!

Nick Boutis
Executive Director, Glen Helen Association
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Transformative Experiences
at Glen Helen

 — How are we shaping lives...the new director’s perspective —

Outdoor School naturalists and Ecocamp counselors receive high quality training 
giving them the skills to bond quickly with students and provide a safe and 
supportive learning environment.

“Today’s transformative experiences are for 
all humans! Any person regardless of what 

they look like, their abilities, their age, 
where they live or who they live with...”



Finally, today’s transformative experiences are built 
with community. Those who help keep the Outdoor 
Education Center alive and well through generous 
gifts are instrumental in providing these amazing 
transformative experiences. Whether it’s through 
scholarships for schools or Ecocampers, in-kind 
contributions, volunteerism, or donations, the support 
and caring the Glen Helen Community shows for the 
Outdoor Education Center is incredibly valued.

The Outdoor Education Center wouldn’t exist without 
the love and support of others: the schools, teachers, 
chaperones, and students who participate in Outdoor 
School, the youth who spend their summers at 
Ecocamp. And, especially, the staff who devote their 
time, passions, and energy into everything that makes 
the Glen Helen Outdoor Education Center special. 

Robyn Wright, Director, Glen Helen Outdoor Education Center

The ambassador animals help ease fears and correct misinformation. Students’ 
connection with these animals can lead to a greater compassion for all types 
of nature.

4

For many, time away from home and family is a huge 
milestone in life. Sleeping in a new place, in an 
unfamiliar bed, surrounded by friends, but not family, 
is a big step for a young person. This is often like a 
rite of passage for our youth – where better for that to 
take place than in the supportive and caring environ-
ment of Outdoor School or Ecocamp?

Today’s transformative experiences are repeatable. 
During Outdoor School, teachers are seeing their 
students in new ways. Students who struggle within 
the confines of the traditional classroom blossom 
when participating in nature-based learning. 
Students are often calmer, more focused, and 
engaged. Teachers who bring their students to the 
Outdoor Education Center experience this year after 
year! They are always just as pleased and encour-
aged each time it happens. The fact that this happens 
every time does not diminish the joy it brings.

Many Ecocamp youth come to more than one camp 
each summer. Some spend their whole summer at 
Glen Helen! Others come back every year until they 
age out. Some even go on to become camp counsel-
ors or naturalist teacher interns at the Outdoor 
Education Center. The frequency of participation 
does not lessen their experiences. Campers engage 
in the same challenges week by week and are able to 
improve or even master skills. Campers returning 
each year are a year older and have new perspec-
tives and are challenged in different ways than the 
year before. 

Today’s transformative experiences are for all hu-
mans! Any person regardless of what they look like, 
their abilities, their age, where they live or who they 
live with are all deserving of having the opportunity 
to grow, learn, play, and make connections at the 
Outdoor Education Center. 

Students may have lots of “firsts” when visiting the Outdoor Education Center. This 
adventure could be the first time crossing a stream, first time getting feet wet, first 
time navigating stepping stones, or all of those things at the same time.

Rent The

Pull Out Program
      Calendar  >

Did you know that Glen Helen has many 
unique rental facilities for hosting a

variety of functions such as weddings,
graduation parties, reunions, celebrations

of life and business retreats?

Vernet Ecological Center  

Camp Greene  

Birch Manor 

Outdoor Education Cneter Lodge

With its spacious auditorium and
beautiful natural stone patio, Vernet 

Ecological Center is the perfect space for 
weddings, receptions, celebrations of life, 

dances, and business meetings.

Vernet Ecological Center  

The 200-person capacity lodge and 
outdoor spaces make Camp Greene the 

ideal private location for weddings, 
receptions, family reunions, business 

retreats, and celebrations of life.

Camp Greene  

Birch Manor’s historic home and
surrounding lawns are a welcoming 

setting for weddings, receptions, and 
business retreats.

Birch Manor 

Please visit glenhelen.org/rentals for 
photos and information.  For rates, 

questions, or to schedule a tour, contact 
rentals@glenhelenassociation.org or 

937-769-1902 x1101.

The cafeteria-style dining room, lobby 
area with fireplace, and outdoor areas 
make the Outdoor Education Center 
Lodge a great place for day retreats, 
birthday & anniversary celebrations,

and family reunions.

Outdoor Education Center 
Lodge  
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The Glen Helen license plate is a way to 
show the world that you love the Glen. 
Plus, as a bonus, you get to drive with a 

beautiful Charley Harper sapsucker 
affixed to your bumper. Any Ohio car 

owner can acquire the tag, either from 
your local Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
office, or by visiting oplates.com. No 

need to wait until your regular renewal 
date on your birthday – you can order 

your plates at any time. For each driver 
who purchases or renews these specialty 

plates, the Glen Helen Association 
receives $15.

Order a Glen Helen license 
plate today!

Announcments

We are not financially supported by state 
or federal funds, so your contributions 

allow us to continue our work. When you 
sponsor one of our resident raptors, you 

not only help us provide ongoing care for 
our educational ambassadors, but you 

also help provide specialized care 
needed by sick, injured or orphaned 

birds undergoing care in our rehabilita-
tion facility. Sponsorship levels start at 
just $50 per year. Your sponsorship of 

$1,000 or more will last for the lifetime of 
the bird. Visit www.glenhelen.org/

sponsor-a-raptor for full details, include a 
complete list of all of our resident raptors.

 — Glen Helen —  

Sponsor a Raptor

Grinnell Mill Bed & Breakfast offers 
beautiful accommodations in an 
expertly restored, historic grist mill 
located in Glen Helen on the banks 
of the Little Miami River. A freshly 
prepared continental style breakfast 
and Wi-Fi access are included 
during your stay. In addition to three 
individual rooms, the entire mill is 
also available to book for private 
events such as retreats, meetings, 
conferences, parties, etc. For more 
information or availability: visit 
glenhelen.org/Grinnell-mill.

Grinnell Mill 

We depend on volunteers to carry out 
the programs, events, and initiatives that 
help preserve Glen Helen. From fundraisers, 
to mailings, to trail maintenance, volun-
teers at the Glen not only participate in 

our important efforts, they have fun while 
they do it! Whether you are a short-term 
volunteer with a service requirement, or 

seek a longer-term position, we may have 
an opportunity for you. To learn more, 

and to join our family of volunteers, visit
glenhelen.org/volunteer

Join our family of volunteers

Give your child a truly one-of-a-kind summer camp experi-
ence where they have the time of their lives, while learning 
about the natural world. Investigation and exploration is the 
focus as campers hike the trails of Glen Helen and discover 
the wildness and joy of nature. A variety of camps are offered 
for five to fifteen-year-olds by our qualified naturalist staff. 
Ecocamp covers a wide variety of topics and offers a 
diversity of experiences, including day and overnight camps. 
To learn more, or to register your child, visit glenhelen.org.

Ecocamp registration now available

An extraordinary feast benefiting the Raptor Center. The 
area’s best chefs prepare stunning, multi-course meals for 
our guests to enjoy among live raptors, a silent auction, 
signature art & cocktails. Ticket sales open July 1, 2025. 
Event sponsorship available. All sponsors receive advanced 
ticket purchase options. Limited tickets will be available, 
and the event is likely to sell out quickly! glenhelen.org/
whoo-cooks-for-you

SAVE THE DATE Whoo Cooks for You
Sunday, September 14, 2025
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Wildlife Rehabilitation
 — The lasting impact of —

Many people never imagine they may be in a situation 
where they are called upon to scoop up an injured 
animal and carefully transport it to a wildlife rehabili-
tation center, but last year 249 individuals did just that 
and participated in some way to the rescue story of a 
raptor at the Glen Helen Raptor Center. For some the 
rescuer’s story ends there, but for many others this 
seemingly singular act turns into a transformative 
experience that can shape the very course of their 
future. To understand this, let’s explore what happens 
when someone brings in an injured bird:

The finder is greeted in the classroom where we will 
quickly take the bird in whatever box or container it’s 
in, and exchange it for a paper intake sheet. We 
explain that in order to best know how to care for the 
bird, we need to know the circumstances of it’s 
capture and need the finder’s help. We inform the 
finder that we will take the bird into the clinic for a 
quick examination while they fill out as much of the 
information as they can, and we will be back in a few 
minutes to let them know what we found. This process 
immediately informs the finder that they possess 
important information that we need in order to best 
care for the bird, and gives them a real sense of pride 
that they did the correct thing in bringing the animal 
to us rather than the all too often option of attempting 
to doctor it themselves. Giving them a kind but 
honest report of our findings ensures that they are 

respected and even if the bird does end up having to 
be euthanized, that they understand the situation and 
why that decision was made.

If the bird is admitted for care, the finder is given their 
intake number so that they may follow up on the 
progress of the bird. We want them to feel connected 
to the journey that the bird takes so that they under-
stand whatever the final outcome may be. Should the 
bird be released, it is often done at the location it 
came from since it very likely has a territory there and 
potentially a mate or offspring as well. When appro-
priate, we invite the finder to be a part of the release 
as a way of further thanking them for bringing the 
bird to our care in the first place. If the bird’s treat-
ment does not end so happily, we again hope that 
through honest and gentle communication and 
education, we are able to respectfully help the finder 
see that they still played a vital role in helping the bird 
receive humane care and an end to suffering and that 
we are incredibly thankful for that as we imagine the 
bird was as well. While all of this communication with 
the finder does feel like a lot of time and effort, and 
some days we would rather just unplug the phone 
and focus on the birds, we know that in truth it is the 
people out on their hikes or in their cars or walking 
their dogs who are finding these birds and without 
their kindness, we wouldn’t be so busy in the first 
place. It is our responsibility to foster that kindness 
so that it builds from a chance happening to a 
purposeful calling.  

Professional training is another lifelong impact of 
wildlife rehabilitation, especially here at the Raptor 
Center. We take great pride in our intern training 
program at both the Outdoor School and the Raptor 
Center, and through training and guiding young 
individuals interested in pursuing a career in wildlife 
work, we are able to spread our impact far beyond 
the approximately 7,000 square miles that is our 
rehabilitation intake area. After leaving here, interns 
have gone across the United States sometimes to 
other short term programs or oftentimes to perma-
nent jobs in the wildlife field.

Treyton at an educational program
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 — Welcome to our newest team member —

Tracey Tackett
                                                  	 We are thrilled to 
	 welcome Tracey Tackett 		
	 as our new Development 	
	 Manager. With a strong 		
	 commitment to cultivating 	
	 community interest and 		
	 connection to the Glen, 		
	 she will focus on securing 	
	 gifts and grants to 		
	 support our mission.

A lifelong resident of Springfield, Ohio, Tracey grew 
up running around the Glen, fostering a deep 
connection to its natural beauty. She is especially fond 
of trees and loves flowers so much that she always has 
fresh-cut blooms in her home.

Her servant leadership journey began at the age of 22 
with the American Cancer Society, and she has since 
volunteered with over 20 organizations, including the 
Springfield Arts Council, the Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Epilepsy Foundation.

As a passionate advocate for individuals facing health 
disparities, she has worked to pass bills in both the 
Ohio State House and the U.S. Capitol.

Tracey graduated from Clark Shawnee High School 
and Springfield Clark JVS, where she specialized in 
commercial art. She continued her education at Clark 
State, earning a degree with honors in organizational 
leadership, with a minor in political science, from 
Wittenberg University, followed by a Master’s in Public 
Policy from The Ohio State University. She is a 2008 
graduate of Leadership Clark County.

As the owner of Sip & Dipity Paint Bar for 12 years, she 
hosted over 4,000 paint parties across Ohio and 
initiated several annual community events, including 
International Women’s Day, Downtown Trick or Treat, 
and the Great Golden Egg Hunt. She also is a Spring-
field City Commissioner.

In her new role at Glen Helen, Tracey is eager to 
leverage her extensive experience and passion for 
community engagement to foster deeper connections 
and support for the Glen.

She would love to connect with you! You can reach 
her via email at: ttackett@glenhelenassociation.org.

“Cultivating community interest
and connections to the Glen.”
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Celebrate your child’s birthday with a memorable 
nature-themed party at Glen Helen Nature Preserve 

in Yellow Springs, OH!

Outdoor
activities!

Yurt party
space!

Live animal
encounters!

Packages start at $250
rentals@glenhelenassociation.org 

937-769-1902 ext, 1101  |  glenhelen.org

• Eco-Birthday party for ages 4 to 12
• Private party space for two hours (up to 25 people)

• Party room set-up with tables & chairs
 • Five program themes to choose from

• Animal encounter & outdoor activity included

at Glen Helen

8

Former intern testimonials:

“I have worked in this field for over 15 years, and the 
Glen Helen Raptor Center is still my favorite place to 
have ever worked! I was given opportunities to attend 
conferences and continually refine my skills as a 
handler, rehabilitator, trainer, and educator. My experi-
ences gave me an edge in getting jobs at facilities 
including the World Bird Sanctuary, Grey Snow 
Eagle House, and Avian Behavior International, plus a 
variety of environmental education centers. I highly 
recommend this internship for anyone wanting to learn 
more about raptor behavior and natural history, 
rehabilitation, training, raptor care and management, 
contemporary animal welfare practices, or 
conservation education!” 
 — Jessica R.

“My year at the Glen offered me many learning 
opportunities that I still feel very lucky to have had— 
working closely with licensed falconers and wildlife 
veterinarians, handling protected species, teaching 
people about the nature in their backyard, providing 
photography for releases, attending wildlife confer-
ences, monitoring avian influenza cases, and assisting 
in the training of educational ambassadors are just a 
few highlights. I truly don’t think I could recommend 
working at the raptor center enough for somebody 
passionate about conservation and education, it is by 
far the position I’ve most enjoyed and gained the 
most from since finishing school.”  
—Treyton J. 

As we have explored the impact of a brief moment, 
the simple act of helping an animal in need, can have 
ripples that extend well beyond the hour or so of 
inconvenience. While only 249 birds (the largest intake 
number in the 54 years the center has been in opera-
tion) came to the Raptor Center last year I would 
venture to say that the number of lives that were 
affected through the rehabilitation center last year 
were too numerous to count. From the mates and 
young of the birds in the clinic, to the friends who 
follow the finder’s social media posts, to the animals 
that are cared for by the interns who have passed 
through the center, to the people educated through 
our release programs, to the pets that benefit from 
knowledge gained through wildlife medicine, the 
impact of that one brief moment will go on forever.

Rebecca Jaramillo, Director, Glen Helen Raptor Center



405 Corry Street
Yellow Springs, Ohio 45387-1895

937-769-1902
www.glenhelen.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Jacoby Road covered bridge, which crossed the Little 
Miami River at the southern edge of Glen Helen, was once 
the longest covered bridge in Greene County. It burned in 

a tragic act of arson in 1969. To this day, the span has not 
been rebuilt, although it remains on the county plans. 

The Jacoby Road Covered Bridge


