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Helen Birch Bartlett
 — Poet • Composer • World Traveler • Art Collector —

Two words can aptly summarize much of our work over 
the past year: Equitable access.

We believe that everyone should have the opportunity to 
develop and maintain a relationship with nature and the 
environment. Yet, we were aware that our trail system 
was a barrier for anyone with limited mobility. And, we 
were aware that economic factors were impacting who 
we were able to reach with our programs. We have long 
wanted to do better, and over the past year, we’ve taken 
major strides in that direction. 

We are thrilled to be able to share what this looks like, 
around the Glen—We’re in the midst of a host of accessi-
bility improvements throughout the preserve. At the 
Raptor Center, we installed a new walkway. Now anyone, 
regardless of mobility limitations, is able to get a close 
look at the hawks, owls, eagles, and vultures there.

We’re improving our trail system, for the sake of visitors 
and habitats alike. The rustic nature of the preserve is 
surely one of the things that makes Glen Helen special. 
Yet, in many places, our trails cross streams and springs, 
leading to mud and erosion. In these places, we’re 
adding bridges and boardwalks to make the Glen both 
healthier and more visit-able.

We’re reaching out to underserved populations, to 
ensure that every child gets an opportunity to develop 

a relationship with nature. With scholarship funds we’ve 
raised on their behalf, we’re hosting a growing number 
of kids who had no prior experience in the outdoors. 
When they get their hands wet in our beaver pond, they 
establish a connection to their local environment that will 
stay with them for years to come. 

We’re expanding interpretive training for adults. This 
past year, we became the local host for the Ohio 
Certified Volunteer Naturalist program—several of whom 
attended with scholarship assistance. Graduates of the 
course are already putting their new skills to use
volunteering in the Glen.

Many of these accomplishments were commitments that 
we made as part of our Campaign to Secure the Future 
of Glen Helen. This $4.25M campaign was designed to 
cover urgent needs, including purchasing and reopening 
the preserve, restarting programs shuttered during the 
pandemic, and attending to public safety and code 
compliance. With gratitude to the over 800 individuals, 
couples, families, businesses, agencies, and organiza-
tions who participated, the campaign drew to a 
successful conclusion in 2024.

Of course, this is on top of our ongoing efforts, from 
managing invasive species, to offering life-shaping 
environmental learning programs, to providing rapid 
response rehabilitation to injured birds of prey. We are 
grateful to you for helping make this work possible.

Nick Boutis
Executive Director, Glen Helen Association

Margaret Dunn, MD
President, Glen Helen Association Board of Trustees

He’ll know my birds and My trees and my flowers 
And in friendship or in strife He’ll be a man as I 

love a man And live a Good Man’s life.

Cover photo: Helen Birch Bartlett

From “Big Boss,” written by Helen, at age 15, about her father Hugh

Helen Birch Bartlett lived a life that was equal parts 
privilege and loss. She was born in Chicago, in 1884, 
at a time when the city was rapidly changing. Over her 
life, Chicago grew from a small city of five hundred 
thousand to a metropolis of over three million. Her 
parents, Hugh Taylor Birch and Maria 
Sophronia Root Birch, had three children. 
She was the youngest, and the only one
to survive past her twenties. Her brother 
Carlton lived to the age of only four years
old, dying before Helen was born. Her 
brother Hugh Jr. passed in 1907 at the 
age of 28; her mother passed in 1913. 
Her father was a successful attorney and 
real estate speculator.

Her friend Janet Fairbank described 
Helen’s childhood: “Her parents were 
members of an intimate group of 
cultured people who valiantly insisted 
on the development of art in the crude
new city they were helping to build. In her childhood, 
she heard great talk of creating a symphony orchestra 
and an art museum. She was taken assiduously to 
operas. In her mother’s house, she met the artists of 
the world, the singers and the painters and the 
writers…Her education was a singularly enlightened 
one for her period. She was taught mainly by govern-
esses, and traveled much.”

Helen and her father Hugh were close. He had grown 
up in Yellow Springs, and developed a love of nature 
from many hours exploring the Glen. She shared this 
love of nature with him, and they were frequent travel 
companions. In 1914, she came to Yellow Springs with 
him, her first, and possibly only trip to the Glen that 
would come to bear her name. It is said that she loved 
the place and the visit deepened the love for nature 
that she shared with him. 

Helen and Hugh were frequent visitors to Florida, 
where Hugh had acquired hundreds of acres of land 
in what has grown to become metropolitan Fort 
Lauderdale. She was drawn to Florida, and spent 
many winters there. 

		  Helen was a fixture of the Chicago 		
		  music scene, and a supporter of the 		
		  Chicago Symphony Orchestra. She 		
		  herself studied music with the German 	
		  expatriate Bernhard Ziehn, a music 		
		  theorist and teacher of harmony and 		
		  composition in Chicago. She also 		
		  composed music, writing and 
		  publishing musical settings to 			
		  poems by Yeats and 
		  Matthew Arnold, 
		  among others. 
		  Several of her 
		  published songs 				  
		  are housed at 
Chicago’s Newberry Library. 

After gaining success publishing 
songs, Helen turned to a new form of artistic 
expression, poetry. She was a personal friend of 
Harriet Monroe, then the editor of Poetry magazine, 
widely regarded as America’s most significant poetry 
journal. For sake of propriety, Helen submitted poems 
for consideration under a pseudonym, only coming 
forward as the author once the journal had agreed to 
publish them. Her poems featured free verse, a writing 
style that was newly becoming popular. Often brief, 
frequently featured themes of joy, mortality, beauty, 
and nature. In 1927, her collected poems were 
published in Capricious Winds. 

                                  Little Joys
                                  How sweet a thing it is,
                                  The way hundreds of little joys
                                  Will gather and chatter and huddle 	
                                 themselves, 
                                  Lovingly, 
                                  About a great sorrow!
Capricious Winds, published by Houghton Mifflin Co, 1927

Dear Friends of Glen Helen



In 1919, Helen married Frederick Clay Bartlett, a 
painter and art patron who, like her, had come from a 
successful Chicago family. On land gifted by her father 
in Fort Lauderdale, Helen and Frederick built Bonnet 
House, named for the Bonnet lilies that grew in the 
area. Today, the house and its gardens are a museum, 
located across the street from Hugh Taylor Birch 
State Park.

Helen and Frederick were frequent, and worldly, 
travelers. For their honeymoon, they traveled to Japan, 
China, and the Philippines. They made many trips to 
Europe, much of which fed, and was fed by, their 
passion for collecting art.

Helen and Frederick had a remarkable talent for 
anticipating which artists and paintings would become 
significant. The Helen Birch Bartlett Memorial 
Collection, at the Art Institute of Chicago, is a 
testament to their vision. The collection showcases 
works that they acquired, painted by Pablo Picasso, 
Henri Matisse, Paul Cézanne, Vincent van Gogh, and 
others. Their most celebrated acquisition is surely 
Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte, 
the masterpiece by Georges Seurat. 

Helen passed in October 1925, from breast cancer. 
She was only 42 years old. Her father sought to create 
a living memorial so that we might know Helen’s name 
and her legacy. With his expertise in real estate, and 
his knowledge of the wooded valleys on the eastern 
edge of Yellow Springs, he acquired the land so that 
Glen Helen would be forever preserved in her name. 

The Cascades Branch of the Yellow Springs Creek was 
renamed Birch Creek, and on a glacial boulder near a 
great white oak by the Cascades, a plaque was placed 
with an excerpt of Helen’s poem Up In The Hills.

    The earth smells old and warm and mellow, and all   
    things lie in peace.
    I too serenely lie here under the white-oak tree, and 
    know the splendid flight of hours all blue and gay, 
    sun-drenched and still.

As you walk the Glen, think of Helen. Glen Helen is 
here, as a place to walk, learn, explore, and seek 
inspiration in nature because of her.
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My Message
When I go, 
Carry me this message
To a few of my friends:
Tell them to forget me
Most of the time, 
That I’ll be far away
On some business of my own.
But on all clear windy mornings
Tell them I’ll be there
In the sunlight,
Flickering around;
And sometimes, 
When the water ripples soft
Against the land,
And the afternoon 
Is one of those quiet hazy ones, 
I’ll be near by, 
Making them think about me
Then.

Paintings from the Helen Birch Bartlett 
Collection at the Art Institute of 
Chicago.Clockwise from upper left: 

Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La 
Grande Jatte by Georges Seurat

The Old Guitarist by Pablo Picasso

The Basket of Apples by Paul Cezanne

The Beautiful World of Birds
 — Exploring The Connection Between Birds and The Fine Arts —

Have you ever wondered why birds are featured so 
heavily in various forms of artistic expression? Poems 
from Emily Dickinson and Maya Angelou describe 
fleeting interactions between the narrator and the 
bird that encourage the reader to question themes 
such as empowerment, and self consciousness. 
Songs about birds incorporate just about every 
musical style from Bob Marley to Julie Andrews. But 
perhaps the most ubiquitous use of birds in art is in 
the visual arts. 

From the earliest days of the Egyptians, bold black 
and white and gold birds were painted on the walls 
of the pharaoh’s sarcophagus. Egyptians used their 
most expensive pigment, deep blue, to paint their 
god Horus, the falcon king of the gods. Moving into 
the Baroque time period, artists focused on the 
intricate patterns in the feathers of peacocks, 
pheasants and parrots. The rich colors found on 
these feathers extended beyond the painting and 
influenced fashion and room decor as well. In fact, 
feathers were so much a part of fashion for so 
long that the 1918 Migratory Bird Treaty Act was 
developed to protect birds due to the hunting 
pressure put upon them from the fashion industry. 

By the impressionist time period, it was the texture 
of feathers that inspired artists such as Bruno 
Liljefors, a Swedish artist of the early nineteenth 
century known for his wildlife art that had a 
particularly heavy focus on birds. Not to be left out, 
the great naturalists of the world were also heavily 
involved in the art world and their art was often 
collected and valued for its own merit beyond the 
scientific value. As realism came in and out of fashion, 

we see the incredibly detailed works of John James 
Audubon, George Edwards, Roger Tory Peterson, 
David Sibley, Robert Bateman and Ohio’s own Don 
Eckelberry. All of these naturalists combined a love 
for art and the beauty of birds to not only create 
valuable scientific resources but also inspire the 
layperson to develop a love and appreciation for the 
beauty and elegance of their avian subjects. 

Top: Ollie the Eastern screech-owl poses by his portraits
Bottom: Participants paint a Barred owl at a “Beer and Birds” program
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Pull Out Program
      Calendar  >

In the end, it is this appreciation for birds and nature 
that is the true gift. Whether through written 
language, musical inspiration or visual stimulation 
the audience connects to the birds via the emotions 
evoked by the artwork in a deeper way than they  
had previously. Emotional connection is the very core 
of the work we do at the Raptor Center, and why we 
incorporate books, photography and art into our 
library of program offerings. By using all the tools at 
our disposal, we are able to connect on a deeper 
level with more people and build those connections 
between the public and the birds we so love. In the 
end, it is connection that will drive action, and action 
that will lead to change. So pick up a pencil and let’s 
see what beautiful connections you can make!

Check out our calendar of events for multiple new 
program offerings from the Raptor Center, including:

Who’s hatching: Celebrate the joy of springtime and 
learn about raptor babies. Saturday, March 22.

Raptor Photography Program: An opportunity to 
capture stunning pictures of birds in a natural setting. 
Sunday April 13 and Sunday April 18. Only 12 tickets 
will be sold for each day.

Deep Dive into Drawing Raptors: A six-week series 
to explore the artistic world of bird anatomy. This 
course will equip artists with the opportunity to draw 
raptors from life. April 5 through May 17.

The seeds of last year’s Ohio Certified Volunteer 
Naturalist (OCVN) course have taken root across the 
Glen providing an impressive show of volunteer 
support. A program of the Ohio State University held 
across the state, the OCVN training was coordinated 
and hosted for the first time at the Glen in spring of 
2024. During the training, local and state-wide 
experts imparted naturalist knowledge and shared 
their deep love of the natural world with our 
community of trainees.

The program blends Ohio-wide information, presented 
through the official OCVN manual, with valuable 
insights from local experts and conservationists who 
possess intimate knowledge of the Glen and the 
surrounding Miami Valley. The curriculum covers ten 
topics such as botany, soils, aquatic life, wildlife, and 
forest ecology. 

This unique blended approach allows participants to 
apply their learning directly. For instance, a session 
on birds might involve pre-reading a chapter in the 
OCVN manual followed by a guided birdwatching 
hike on the Glen trails, led by a local expert. Trainees
would also visit the Raptor Center to learn from staff 
engaged in the day-to-day work of raptor care and 
rehabilitation. These place-based, practical experi-
ences enhance understanding and foster a deeper 
appreciation for our local environment.

The impact of the program is already evident. 
Graduates from the 2024 course are actively 
engaged in supporting the Glen, contributing 
significantly to our mission of land stewardship and 
providing life-shaping environmental learning to 
our visitors. They have volunteered at Trailside 
Museum and our Nature Shop, and led engaging 
public programs such as beavers in the Glen hikes, 
eco-game nights, Golden Walkers Club, and a 
winter sensory hike.

All 16 slots for the Glen Helen spring 2025 OCVN 
course are already filled! We look to offer the 
program again in the future.

6

Rebecca Jaramillo
rjaramillo@glenhelenassociation.org

New Raptor Programs

Did you know that Glen Helen has many 
unique rental facilities for hosting a

variety of functions such as weddings,
graduation parties, reunions, celebrations

of life and business retreats?

With its spacious auditorium and
beautiful natural stone patio, Vernet 

Ecological Center is the perfect space for 
weddings, receptions, celebrations of life, 

dances, and business meetings.

Vernet Ecological Center  

The 200-person capacity lodge and 
outdoor spaces make Camp Greene the 

ideal private location for weddings, 
receptions, family reunions, business 

retreats, and celebrations of life.

Camp Greene  

Birch Manor’s historic home and
surrounding lawns are a welcoming 

setting for weddings, receptions, and 
business retreats.

Birch Manor 

Please visit glenhelen.org/rentals for 
photos and information.  For rates, 

questions, or to schedule a tour, contact 
rentals@glenhelenassociation.org or 

937-769-1902 x1101.

Vernet Ecological Center  

Camp Greene  

Birch Manor 

The cafeteria-style dining room, lobby 
area with fireplace, and outdoor areas 
make the Outdoor Education Center 
Lodge a great place for day retreats, 
birthday & anniversary celebrations,

and family reunions.

Outdoor Education Center 
Lodge  

Outdoor Education Cneter Lodge

Cultivating Naturalists
 — At The Glen — 

Kat Christen, Deputy Director
kchristen@glenhelenassociation.org
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Give your child a truly one-of-a-kind 
summer camp experience where they 

have the time of their lives, while learning 
about the natural world. Investigation and 
exploration are the focus as campers hike 
the trails of Glen Helen and discover the 
wildness and joy of nature. A variety of 

camps are offered for five to fifteen-year
olds by our qualified naturalist staff. 

Ecocamp covers a wide variety of topics 
and offers a diversity of experiences, 

including day and overnight camps. To 
learn more, or to register your child, visit 

glenhelen.org.

Ecocamp registration
now available

We depend on volunteers to carry out the 
programs, events, and initiatives that help 
preserve Glen Helen. From fundraisers, to 

mailings, to trail maintenance, volunteers at 
the Glen not only participate in our important 

efforts, they have fun while they do it! Whether 
you are a short-term volunteer with a service 
requirement, or seek a longer-term position, 

we may have an opportunity for you.
Visit glenhelen.org/volunteer

Join our family of Volunteers

The Glen Helen license plate is a way to 
show the world that you love the Glen. 
Plus, as a bonus, you get to drive with a 

beautiful Charley Harper sapsucker 
affixed to your bumper. Any Ohio car 

owner can acquire the tag, either from 
your local Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
office, or by visiting oplates.com. No 

need to wait until your regular renewal 
date on your birthday—you can order 

your plates at any time. For each driver 
who purchases or renews these specialty 

plates, the Glen Helen Association 
receives $15.

Order a Glen Helen license 
plate today!

An extraordinary feast benefiting the 
Raptor Center will take place : Sunday, 
September 14, 2025. The area’s best 
chefs prepare stunning, multi-course 

meals for our guests to enjoy among live 
raptors, a silent auction, signature art & 
cocktails. Ticket sales open July 1, 2025. 

Event sponsorship available. All sponsors 
receive advanced ticket purchase options. 
Limited tickets will be available, and the 

event is likely to sell out quickly!
glenhelen.org/whoo-cooks-for-you

Save the date for Whoo 
Cooks for You 2025

In Lasting Memory
 — Joan Horn and Jean Sanford Replinger —  

Grinnell Mill Bed & Breakfast offers 
beautiful accommodations in an expertly 
restored, historic grist mill located in Glen 
Helen on the banks of the Little Miami 
River. Breakfast and Wi-Fi access are 
included during your stay. The mill is also 
available to rent for private events such 
as retreats, meetings, conferences, 
parties, etc.

For more information or availability: 
visit grinnellmillbandb.com. Ready to 
book your stay? Call Susie Butler at 
937-307-5529 or find us on AirBNB.com.

Announcments
 — Glen Helen —  

Celebrate your child’s birthday with a
nature-themed party at Glen Helen!

   	•	Live animal encounter and outdoor 
      	activity included
   	• 	For ages 4 to 12
   	• 	Two hours of private party space for up  	
      	to 20 people
   	• 	Party room set up with tables, chairs,  
     	 and table coverings
   	• 	4 program themes to choose from

For inquiries and bookings, please contact 
rentals@glenhelenassociation.org or

937-769-1902 x1101

Eco-Birthdays

When you sponsor one of our raptors, you not 
only help us provide ongoing care for our 

educational ambassadors, but you also help 
provide specialized care needed by sick, 

injured or orphaned birds undergoing care in 
our rehabilitation facility. Sponsorship levels 
start at just $50 per year. Your sponsorship of 
$1,000 or more will last for the birds lifetime. 
Visit glenhelen.org/sponsor-a-raptor for full 

details, include a complete list of
all of our resident raptors.

Sponsor a Raptor   

“I believe we have produced a large number of 
well-informed environmental advocates and 
provided unforgettable experiences for both

schoolchildren, adults, and naturalists.”

Two of the long-time directors of the Outdoor
Education Center, Joan Horn and Jean Sanford 
Replinger, reached the end of their days this past 
year. We remember them, and their prodigious 
contributions to Glen Helen and the field of 
environmental learning.

		  A remembrance from Betty 		
		  Ross, close friend and former 		
		  colleague. 

		  Joan graduated from Antioch 		
		  College, stayed in Yellow Springs
		  to raise her  family, and taught at 
Mills Lawn School for ten years. She then got her 
master’s degree in Environmental Education, and 
landed her dream job in 1979 as Director of the 
Outdoor Education Center. I met her there in 1985 
when I inquired about a Wright State class she was 
teaching that summer. Then she persuaded me to 
apply for the naturalist internship and I did. Not only 
did I begin a new career, but a wonderful friendship 
with Joan that continued to the end.

She was the Outdoor Education Center Director until 
1997, almost 18 years. She loved the traditions of the 
Center with its emphasis on cooperation instead of 
competition, and learning to live and work together 
successfully. She did the session each term with the 
new naturalists on values, and kept the fun reminders 
of the “no wasted food” cheer, and the “golden 
dustpan award” going, but moved ahead with 
curriculum changes, of course. She started a program 
with student teachers, hosted Elderhostels for grand-
parents and Ecocamper grandchildren, and even 
designed a weekend event focused on birding 
activities, called Smorgasbird!

She was frugal to the extreme, with Odd Lots being 
her go-to store. She made all the curtains for the 
dorms and staff houses, cloth napkins with initials for 
the new naturalists, blindfolds for kid activities, and 
costumes for evening programs. There wasn’t much 
she couldn’t do, and if she encountered a problem, 
she did her best to figure out a solution. She stayed 
very busy, which is what she liked, but always had 
time for you.  

She was welcoming and supportive to everyone who 
came to the Outdoor Education Center.  She also 
loved hosting staff sharing times and dinners at her 
home. Dessert was her forte! As an eternal optimist, 
her glass wasn’t just half full, but up to the top and 
overflowing. According to her there was no such 
thing as bad weather, just different kinds of good 
weather! And that sentiment extended to more than 
just the weather.

She formed special bonds with many of the teachers 
who brought their classes to the Outdoor Education 
Center, and even more with many of the naturalists. 
She sometimes traveled to join special events in their 
lives, or hosted them at her house for visits. Her 
Antioch Education Abroad trips had expanded to 
welcoming international students, and when several 
interns came from Brazil, she returned to help them 
start an outdoor education center there. Now that’s 
going the extra mile!

Upon retirement, Joan expressed this accomplish-
ment, which may be brief, but really says a whole lot:

Yes, Joan, you did, and so much more, and we truly 
thank you.

  Joan Horn
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The Raptor Center
• 	We never turn a raptor away!
	 This year, we took in 219 injured,
	 orphaned, or starving birds of prey,
	 that received specialized medical 	
	 care with the goal of returning 	
	 healthy birds to the wild. 

• 	We had a busy year for Raptor 	
	 Center educational programs, 	
	 reaching 6,724 participants 		
	 through 154 programs.
 
• 	As part of our efforts to make the 	
	 Glen more visit-able for those with 	
	 limited mobility, we installed a 	
	 new, ADA compliant path around 	
	 the enclosures for our educational 	
	 ambassador birds. 
 
• 	Providing training for the next 	
	 generation of wildlife educators 	
	 and rehabilitators is a core 
	 component of our work. Each year, 	
	 we take on several interns, who 	
	 while learning the operations of the 	
	 Raptor Center, help make our work 	
	 possible. This year’s interns included 	
	 Caroline Cohen, Eva Hill, and 	
	 Sydnie Matda.
 
• 	We were a regular feature on the 	
	 Fox 45 Morning Show, and shared 	
	 information and stories about our 	
	 raptor education programs and 	
	 rehabilitation efforts.

• 	Thanks to an ongoing partnership 	
	 with the Yellow Springs Community 	
	 Foundation, we hosted two students 	
	 who served as Miller Fellows: Leon 	
	 Morris and Everest Wass.

 •	We offered our signature event, Whoo 	
	 Cooks for You, under a big tent in 	
	 the Glen. The event made $100,149 	
	 gross, in support of the work of the 	
	 Raptor Center. We are grateful to 	
	 everyone who made it a success.

The Outdoor 
Education Center
•	 To reach new audiences, and better
	 meet community needs, we rolled
	 out several new programs, including
	 Tulip Treez—skill-based programs
	 designed for homeschooled children;
	 Winter Break Camp—for an
	 environmental education experience
	 between Christmas and New
	 Year’s Day; and CSU Weekend—
	 a college readiness camp, in
	 partnership with nearby HBCU
	 Central State University.

•	 Our naturalist internship trains 	
	 passionate people to become gifted 	
	 environmental educators during 	
	 their time in the Glen. We hosted a 	
	 five-person cohort in fall 2023, and 	
	 an eight-person cohort in spring 	
	 2024.	(Fall: Larkyn Alley, Mallory 	
	 Campbell, Eileen Haney, Emily 	
	 Imhoff, Sadie Kuchel; Spring: Eliza 	
	 Browning, Alivia Fergus, Jan Hach, 	
	 Maddie Innocenti, Zach Johnson, 	
	 Samual Kerr, Dana Raber, 
	 Sydney Shaw)

•	 We welcomed more kids than ever 	
	 for an amazing week of summer 	
	 Ecocamps, hosting 421 campers in 	
	 2023 and 493 in 2024.

 

•	 2,602 schoolchildren, from 28 	
	 schools, had a life-shaping visit to 	
	 the Outdoor Education Center and 	
	 Glen Helen. This marked the first 	
	 year we were able to host school 	
	 groups in the fall semester since 	
	 before the pandemic.

Around the Glen
• 	Trailside Museum is now
	 reopened to the public, after a
	 flurry of renovations made possible
	 by major support from Center-
	 Point Energy and the Yellow
	 Springs Community Foundation.
	 In additional to multiple building
	 repairs, we installed new exhibits,
	 including tanks with a variety of
	 native Ohio fish and reptiles, a
	 sound system to capture nearby
	 bird calls , and a custom floor
	 mural from artist Pierre Nagley.

• 	We celebrated the successful 		
	 completion of the Campaign to
	 Secure the Future of Glen Helen. 	
	 Remarkably, 828 individuals, 		
	 couples, families, businesses, 		
	 agencies, and organizations came 	
	 forward to support the campaign, 	
	 allowing us to meet our goal of 	
	 raising $4,250,000 to finance the 	
	 purchase of the preserve, restart 	
	 programs shuttered by the COVID 	
	 pandemic, reopen the preserve to 	
	 the public, and attend to urgent 	
	 code, safety, and accessibility issues.

		  Jean Sanford Replinger was the 		
		  first director of the Outdoor 		
		  Education Center, running the 		
		  program from its 1956 founding 	
		  through the late 1960s. She 		
		  passed away in November 2024 	
		  at the age of 96.

Writing in 2007, Jean described the process of starting 
the Outdoor Education Center. It was a fast-moving, 
organic effort, where they were barely “able to lay 
tracks ahead of the train.”

So many people from the campus and the local and 
surrounding community were in on the efforts of 
getting an Outdoor Education Center in the Glen  
that it was the ‘precious collective joyous time’ you 
feel on those occasions when:
…you see the collective way for a dream to become a 
reality and there’s something for everyone to do, or

…similar to how everyone feels empowered in the 
way and their ability to help after a disaster, or

…all the bodies in the universe seem to have a 
part in pulling together.”

Jean’s passion for nature, for mentoring others, and 
for bringing people together continued on after her 
time at Glen Helen. She took groups of students on 
hiking trips in the Smoky Mountains; bike trips 
across the United States, the Canadian Rockies, and 
Europe; and spelunking expeditions to survey and 
map cave systems. She also created an international 

exchange program for teachers, joining cultures and 
ideas from around the world. She championed and 
led the first Outward Bound experience for women. 
She also guided people with disabilities into the 
wilderness, ensuring that the wonder of the 
outdoors was available to everyone. As a professor 
at Southwest Minnesota State University, the next 
adventure was always just around the corner: winter 
camping, cross-country skiing, orienteering, 
whitewater canoeing. 

Strong-willed, Jean was a force of curiosity—as much 
oak tree as hummingbird.

Jean Sanford Replinger

“So many had been involved in the planning years 
and efforts...and  the ball started rolling with the 
tearing down and sorting of useful materials from 

the old skating rink and the old barracks from 
which things were brought to the site so as to 

prove to the potential funders that we were serious 
about our intent to have such a venture.”

Betty Ross, Retired Director, Glen Helen Raptor Center
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• 	We could not do the work that we 	
	 do, without the significant and 	
	 tireless contributions of volunteers, 	
	 in every area of the organization. 	
	 Over 60 dedicated volunteers 		
	 worked in land management, 		
	 programs, the raptor center, the 	
	 nature shop, special events, education 	
	 and administrative projects. There 	
	 were 3,135 volunteer hours given to 	
	 the Glen, valued at $99,690.
 
• 	The Vernet Ecological Center, 	
	 Camp Greene, and Birch Manor 	
	 were popular destinations for 		
	 weddings, celebrations of life, 	
	 meetings and retreats, and 
	 functions. We hosted 39 such 		
	 events over the year.
 
• 	Social media: By the end of the 	
	 year, we had 27,289 followers on 	
	 facebook.com/glenhelen, and 1,490 	
	 followers on instagram.com/		
	 glenhelennature. Our most seen 	
	 post, from November 2023, shared 	
	 an image of the Inman Trail board- 	
	 walk at the beaver pond, and had a 	
	 reach of 281,046 Facebook users.

 
• 	The Vernet Ecological Center is 	
	 now home to an original fiber art 	
	 work by Beth Holyoke and Kathi 	
	 Seidel, entitled “Fungi Fantasy- 	
	 Looking,” a creative installation 	
	 exploring the varied and fascinating 	
	 world of living fungi. 
 
• 	Through a partnership with Canopy 	
	 Strategic Partners, we learned that 	
	 40% of our visitors come from a 	
	 half-hour away or less, and that 	
	 36% of our visitors travel over an 	
	 hour to get to the Glen.

On the Land
We have been busy attending to 
the ecological health of the 
preserve, public safety, and 
accessibility. Over the year, our 
work included:
•	 Processed over 48 acres of woody 	
	 invasives including bush honey-	
	 suckle, common privet, multiflora 	
	 rose, autumn olive, and Asian 	
	 bittersweet.

• 	Managed non-woody herbaceous 	
	 invasives including lesser celandine 	
	 (190 acres!), garlic mustard, dame’s 	
	 rocket, and stiltgrass (30 acres)
 	 and cleared 118 trail obstructions

• 	We made improvements to the 	
	 stone steps descending from 		
	 Trailside Museum, and constructed 	
	 new bridges on the Lower Birch 	
	 Creek and Fire Road Trails. Work 	
	 began on a series of bridges and 	
	 boardwalks on the rugged Talus 	
	 Trail, with plans to see this trail 	
	 reopened by 2025.

• 	Removed 25 hazard trees, also a 	
	 great white oak which was leaning 	
	 toward the Vernet Ecological 		
	 Center. We calculated its age at 250 	
	 years old!

•	 Thanks to a generous donation, we 	
	 are now the proud owners of a new 	
	 Utility Terrain Vehicle. Our land 	
	 management team will be able to 	
	 use this to better haul material 	
	 around the Glen for our trail and 	
	 habitat stewardship work.

• 	We’re studying the feeding habits of 	
	 the beavers, through a partnership 	
	 with researchers at the University 	
	 of Dayton. In an ongoing commit-	
	 ment to work around the beavers, 	
	 rather than require them to work 	
	 around us, we raised the board	
	 walks in the location of their pond.

•	 Interacted with visitors regarding 	
	 rules on 407 instances.
• 	Thanks to an ongoing partnership 	
	 with the Yellow Springs Community 	
	 Foundation, we hosted Emily Fried 	
	 who served as a Miller Fellow.
 
• 	We began work on a multi-year 	
	 project to make it easier for people 	
	 with limited mobility to access 	
	 Glen Helen trails, starting 
	 construction on a new parking area.

Programs and Events
Throughout the year, we offered a 
wide range of education programs 
for all ages and physical abilities.
These included:
•	 We hosted 51 public programs, 	
	 attracting 1,219 participants. These 	
	 included favorites like our monthly 	
	 full moon hike, bird walks, wild-
	 flower walks, plus new events. 

•	 We offered a monthly bird walk, 	
	 coordinated the Greene County 	
	 region’s participation in the Christ-	
	 mas Bird Count, and held Make it 	
	 Count for the Birds, an annual 	
	 fundraiser. This year, we found 98 	
	 species, and raised over $14,000 for 	
	 our land stewardship work.
 
•	 Glen Helen became a training site 	
	 for the Ohio Certified Volunteer 	
	 Naturalist program. 16 people 	
	 participated in our inaugural 		
	 training over the course. Each new 	
	 naturalist commits to at least 40 	
	 hours of service.
 
•	 Our Golden Walkers Club now 	
	 gathers weekly. This partnership 	
	 with the Yellow Springs Senior Center.

•	 In partnership with Central State 	
	 University Extension, we hosted 	
	 two mushroom cultivation work	
	 shops, taking home a log 
	 inoculated with edible fungi.

The Financials

Expenditures - $2,533,160

	 Environmental Education 20.5%
	 Raptor Center 6.1%
	 Land Management 5.1%
	 Facilities 14.7%
	 Administration 29.4%
	 Capital Projects 24.2%

Sources of Funds - $2,564,831
	
	 Gifts 48.2%
	 Endowments 6.4%
	 Sales 2.7%
	 Events 1.6%
	 Program Income 13.1%
	 Visitor Fees 7.2%
	 Facility Rentals 6.4%
	 Grants 12%
	 Miscellaneous 2.5%

In Recognition
Long term financial planning is key 
to maintaining Glen Helen into 
perpetuity. Through the Glen Helen 
Legacy Society, we recognize individ-
uals who provide a planned gift to 
Glen Helen. Glen Helen itself is the 
legacy of Hugh Taylor Birch, who 
cared so deeply for this wooded glen 
that he sought to preserve it forever 
as a memorial to his daughter 
Helen. Members of the Legacy 
Society share this passion for 
ensuring a vibrant future for Glen

Helen. Through their planned gifts, 
the members of the Glen Helen 
Legacy Society ensure the preserva-
tion of our unique, beautiful, and 
diverse Glen, and secure the chance 
for future generations to also gain 
life-shaping experiences through 
their immersion in the preserve and 
its programs.

Sture Fredrik Anliot*
Anonymous (1)*
Anonymous (2)

George and Toshiko 
   Asakawa*
Robert Baldwin, Jr.*

The Glen Helen Legacy Society

Robert Baldwin, Sr.*
Ruth and Tony Bent*
Hugh Taylor Birch*
Sylvia Carter Denny*
Dr. George W. Comstock*
Joan Edwards*
Rebecca Eschliman*
David and Peggy Erskine*
Robert Grimm*
Ann O. Edison*
Janet Hackett*
Robert Hankey, Jr.*
Charlie and Glenora 
   Mercer*
Judith Calvert O’Connor*
Judy Oplinger
Susanne Oldham*
Gloria Jean Pauzar*

Jim Perry*
Robert Edward Rae*
Ruth Ricket*
Betty Ross
Deborah Stokes*
Deborah L. Stone*
Ellen Stutz*
Kenneth C. Tregillus*
Robert Van Lehn*
Beverly Viemeister*
Deann Ward and Neil* 
Dawson
Mary White
Jill Wilson*

* deceased
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Lucy and Arthur Morgan Society
Arthur and Lucy Morgan were singularly instrumental 
in the preservation of Glen Helen. Through the Lucy 
and Arthur Morgan Society, we recognize and honor 
donors whose leadership, through gifts of $1000 or 
more, ensures the fiscal health of Glen Helen.

Stories of Stewardship
The Glen Helen Legacy Society

   Bob Baldwin, Jr.

		  Born in 1933, 	
		  Bob was a 	
		  fixture in 	
		  Yellow 		
		  Springs, and a 	
		  longtime Glen 	
		  Helen sup-	
		  porter. A 
lifelong Yellow Springs resident, Bob 
graduated from Bryan High School 
in 1951. He then joined the US Navy, 
serving as a supply officer before 
attending Antioch College, 
graduating in 1957. 

Baldwin Pond, near the northern 
edge of Glen Helen, was actually 
named for Bob’s father. When Bob Sr. 
passed away, Bob Jr. donated funds so 
that the pond could be constructed in 
the elder’s memory. Alas, Bob Jr. was 
for years unhappy with the pond, 
frustrated that it never held much 
water. There was little that could 
be done about how the pond func-
tioned, because it had essentially no 
watershed—most rain flowed away 
from the pond, rather than toward 
it. But Bob was a thoughtful and 
reasonable person. He eventually 
came to understand that the “pond” 
was fulfilling an important purpose 
as a wetland, and a place that attracted 
wildlife, where schoolchildren could 
study animal tracks.

Bob passed away in April 2024 at the 
age of 90. We were grateful to learn 
that Bob had designated a portion of 
his estate to Glen Helen, with an eye 
toward augmenting our endowment.

  

   

    Judith Calvert O’Connor 

		  Judith was 	
		  born on June 	
		  19, 1947 in 	
		  West Lafayette, 	
		  Indiana. She 	
		  graduated 	
		  from DePaul 	
		  University 
with a Bachelors of Arts degree in 
English, then earned a Master’s 
degree in English Literature at 
Indiana University. She was the 
Assistant Dean of Admissions at 
Antioch University, and retired from 
Wittenberg University. One of her 
significant responsibilities there was 
developing student internships. She 
had many interests beyond Glen 
Helen. Judith was an avid Wittenberg 
basketball and football fan and was 
passionate about volunteering at the 
Springfield Women’s Shelter. She loved 
traveling and spending summers at a 
cottage on Lake Michigan.

She passed away peacefully on 
September 2, 2023, and her celebration 
of life was held at the Glen Helen 
Vernet Ecological Center. Her 
planned gift was restricted to the 
Raptor Center, and will be added to 
our endowment so that her generosity 
can support the operations of the 
Center into perpetuity.

Anonymous (13)
Mike and Carolyn Adams
Jean Ali
Doug Barker and Linda 
   Clemens
Fred and Joy Bartenstein
Rubin Battino
David and Esther Battle
Leman Beall
Sara and Angela Beltran
David Blau and Janet 
   Armstrong
Steven Bognar
Anna and Jeb Bolton
Larry Boutis and Barbara 
   Martinsons

Nick Boutis
Bruce Bradtmiller and 
   Carol Cottom
Robert L Brandt, Jr., MD
Bob Brecha and Katharina 
   Seidl
Steve and Dawn 
   Buchwalder
Mark and Mary 
   Buchwalder
Barb and Rich Bullock
Elizabeth and Brian 
   Burress
Mary Cargan
Carl Champney and 
   Charlene Prestopino

Natasha Cintron
Scott and Jeanine Clark
Tom Clevenger and Sheryl 
   Cunningham
Richard and Beverly 
   Cleverly
Sarah and Scott Cline
Roger A. Cole
Pamela E. Conine
Kitt Cooper and Anna 
   Fernandez
Andrew Cordle
Neal Covington and Lisa 
   Lentz
Dr. Catherine Crompton
Harvey Curran and Mary 
   Fahrenbruck
Jacqueline Rae Delk
Donna Denman
Mike and Fran DeWine
Mark and Becca DeWine
Kay Drey
Alice and Nick Dudukovich
Teresa Dunphy and 
   Thomas Gregor
David Edmunds
M. Helen Eier
Eric Rowley Elliston
Kathrin Engisch and 
   Mark Rich
Ernest and Susan Strong 
   Fine
Betty Finke
Larry and Kim Fish
Mary and Trent Fisher
Kris Fister
Ben and Sue Fry
Diana Foster and Thomas 
   H. Jones
Ann Frank
Robert and Barbara Garner
Michael Glover and 
   Christopher Queen
Stephen and Mary Grech
Michael and Sharon 
   Greitzer
Linda J. Griffith and Scott K. 
   Kellogg
Franklin Halley
Susan and Dan Halm
Glenn Harper and Carole 
   Endres
Susan Harrison
Brian Hayden
Rick Hoffman and Norma 
   Landis
Thomas Hopkins
Jon Hudson and Debbie 
   Henderson
W. Shane Hunt
Bob and Tia Huston
Martin Hydell
Artie and Alisa Isaac
Eric Johnson and Patricia 
   Hart
Ann Johnson
Mary Johnston
Catherine Jordan and 
   Steve Lick
Kay Kendall

Bill Kent and Gayle Gyure
Jonathan Kern
Barbara and Richard Klopp
Gabriele Knecht
Stephen Kress
Tom and Evelyn LaMers
Kathryn A. Lamme
Rebecca Anne Lancaster
Richard Lapedes and 
Maureen Lynch
Rebecca and Matthew 
   Lawlor
Edmund LeGrand
Randy and Kathy Levine
Cathy Levine and 
   Dr. Jonathan Groner
Barbara M Marsh
Laura Marshall and 	   
   Howard Horstman
Jane Massie
Jim and Theresa Mayer
Walter Mayne
Lynn McCown
Chris and Havilah 
   McGinnis
Jeffrey and Holly McGlone
Audrey McGowin
Judith and Dan McGregor
Harold and Saundra 
   Merriman
Craig Mesure and Sylvia 
   Ellison
Marcia Meyer O’Rourke
Tara Miller
Ken and Terri Miracle
Ted A. Morgan
Dr. Mariana Morris
Amy Munich
Nancy Nerny
David and Sharen 
   Neuhardt
Susan and Vic Neves
Elena and Erik Oberg
Patricia Oberg
Ralph Overton
Ruth and Harvey Paige
Susan Palmer and 
   Christopher Cordle
Jerry Papania and Moira 
   Laughlin
Allison Paul and Alex 
   Melamed
John and Lynda Pauley
Dr. and Mrs. R. Thomas 
   Perry
Julie Peyton
Jarrod Pitstick
Robert Rae
Anne Randolph
Carolyn Ray
Roger and Macy Reynolds
Sam Rinehart and Doug 
   Annala
Mark and Cyndi Robertson
Claudia Rocklin
Chris Rolitsky and Peter 
   Buswinka
Brian and Jamie Roos
Betty Ross
Mark and Holly Ross

John and Helen Rossmiller
Jay and Randi Rothman
Kirk Rowe
David and Rebecca Rubin
Jean and Lance Rudegeair
Dan and Libby Rudolf
Jim and Jan Runkle
David and Julie Rutter
Thomas Sabin
Mandy Sadowski and  
   Cathryn Czuwara
Paul and Gayle Sampson
Heather Bailey and Frank 
   Scenna
Marcia Schade
Paul Schenck
Charlotte Schiff
Gail and Rick Schikora
Albert Schlueter
Liz and Craig Schneiders
Monica and Jerry Shively
Mary Kay Smith and 
   Melissa Heston
Yasmeen and Amol Soin
Dr. William Spohn and 
   Dr. Margaret Dunn
Mr. Michael E. Spurlino
Joanne Spurlino

Don Story
Greg and Carolyn Stover
Joe and Betsy Strauch
David Strohscher
Jerry Sutton and Sandra 
   McHugh
Charles Swaney
Bob and Hope Taft
Nicholas Taylor
Malte and Pamela 
   von Matthiessen
Dr. Terry Voss
Douglas Wagner
Deann Y. Ward
Dorothy Waterhouse
Lindsey Watson
Garry and Laurie Weed
David Westneat
Mark Westneat and Melina 
   Hale
Amanda and Tracee 
   Whitley
Robert and Nancy Wilda	
Karen Williams
Michelle Wolf
Richard Wolfe
Carol Yegerlehner
Joseph and Sally Zaluski

Glen Helen Association Members, $100 to $999
We are profoundly grateful to every member and 
contributor, and have made every effort to ensure the 
accuracy of this list. Please bring any errors or 
omissions to our attention. Thank you for your 
continued support of Glen Helen.

Anonymous (5)
Jarrett Abbey
Frances and Alazel 
   Acheson
Joan Ackerman
Nancy and Greg Ali
Denise and Neil Allen
James and Carol Amon
Catherine Anderson
Stacy and Mary Ann Annis
Mel and Cathy Arnold
Steve and Carol Artley
Isabel Auerbach
Sue Augustus and Judy 
   Fors
Jeanne Badman
Daniel Ball
Hardy and Jeanne 
   Ballantine
Steven and Ellen Ballerene
Anna Baltes
Robert Barcus and Aida 
   Merhemic
Sandra Barlett
Bryan Barletto
Anthony Barlow
Roger Beal
Leman Beall
Ken and Gretchen Beers
Phyllis Beifuss
Andy and Cathy Bell
Don and Barbara Bendure
Emily Michelle Benedict
Jane Blakelock

David Blau and Janet 
   Armstrong
Michael Blevins and Peggy 
   Nestor
Jo Blondin and Andy Fox
Sharon and Lew Bonadies
Jo Bouchard
Kathie Bowers
Chuck and Judy Braden
David Brewer
Kate Kirton Brooks
Elaine M Brown
Michele Brown
Browning Family
Daniel Brubaker
Daniel Brustein and Joan 
   Trey
Jonathan and Carol 
   Buchter
Phyllis Buchwalder
David and Nancy Bull
Dean and Susie Burch
Mark and Lorie Burger
Doug Burke
Dee Burns
Julia Cady
Beth Cameron
Peter and Anne Camm
Christine M. Carlson
Gerald Carter
Charles Casey-Leininger
Margaret Chapin
Judith Church
John Cimarosti

Amy Ciric and Eric Bales
Dorothy F. Clark
Corodon Clark
Kenneth and Donna 
   Coleman
Connie Collett
Karl Colon
Abigail E Corbet
Jenny Cowperthwaite and 
   Raymond Ruka
Neal Crandall
Linda and Robert Crane
Mark and Amy Crawford
Cassandra Cress
Connie Crockett
Andrew Cruse Laura 
   Curliss
Parviz and Harriet Dadras
Ruth Darrow
Ed Davis and Viki Church
Ann Davis and Tom 
   McClory
John and Angela Day
Phil Dean
James Decker
Karen Deibel
Elena and Andre deLaunay
J. Alberto Delgado-Lisa
W. Steven and Barbara 
   Demmy
Pat Dewees
Kay Dixon
MJ Dodson
Tom and Heidi Donnelly
Brittany and Ryan Drayton
Paul and Carol Sue Drees
Tamera S. Duncan
Vernon and Pati Dunlap
Steve Edwards and Cori 
   Yeager
James Eidemiller
Claire Enterline
Peggy Erskine
Bill and Kathy Estep
David and Virginia Estrop
Bill and Phyllis Evans
James and Barbara Evans
Sonia and Larry Ewald
Cynthia Farley
Donna Farver and Randy 
   Adkins
Bill Felker
Roger Ferry
Susan and William 
   Firestone
Joyce Fishbain
Joe and Amy Fisher
Eve Fleck and Brian 
   Gaughan
Andrew Fleming
Richard and Marie 
   Flickinger
Phil Flynn
Caelan and Aven Ford
Debbie Fralick
William Frieler
John and Maryann Gall
Michael Gardner
Robert and Barbara Garner
Erin and Mitch George

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. 
   Gerstle
Julie and Daniel Gibson
Rebecca and Adrian 
   Gilmore
Lois Gladchild
David Goodman
Steve and Tiffany Gorman
Robert Grahamjones
Tom Gray
Carl K. Greene
William T. Greentaner
Don and Diana Gregory
Anne and Ed Griffith
John Grote and Liz 
   Blakelock
Audrey and Grant Hackett
Rob Hagelberg
John Hainey
Joan S. Hall
Donna Haller
Edward Hamilton
Shannan Harrigan
Peggy Harris
Bill and Janet Heater
Wayne Heinfeld
Jackie Heiss
Jill and John Herbold
George and Parmie 
   Herman
Jerry Herst and Julie 
   Dorfman
Joy Hingston
Christine Hodgson
Joan Hollister
Boyd Holsapple
J. Marc Holser
Robert Hudson
Janis Hutchinson
Rachel Hyde
Iris C. Igawa
Desiree Nickell and Ellis 
   Jacobs
Mark James and Mary 
   Poore
Rebecca and Dennis Jarvi
Hall and Lisbeth Johnson
Constance Johnson-
   Chapman and Ted Chapman
Mary Johnston
Eric Johnston
Laura Jones
Clare Kangas and Ed 
   Robbins
Nicole Keller
John J. Kelley
Michael and Leslie Kepler
Mark Kiedrowski
Scott King
Joseph Knapp and Sarah 
   Pines
Gabriele Knecht
David Kocher
Joseph and Anita Kohler
Ione Kotis
Janet Craig Krack
Gretchen Krafft
Leonard Kramer
Michael J Kraus
George Krauss

Kevin and Marilyn Kreider
Richard and Ella Kutter
Ashley and Dirk 
   Lackovich-Van Gorp
Amy Lamborg
Adam Lanter and Shyam 
   Rajadhyaksha
Betsy and Martin Lavelle
Marie Lee
Stuart and Barbara Leeds
Karl Leibfacher
Carolyn Lethert
Todd and Gabriele 
   Leventhal
Edward Leventhal
Kate LeVesconte and Steve 
   McColaugh
John Limoli
Lenna M Lockhart
Linda Lombard
Molly Lunde and Lee 
   Kibblewhite
Anita and John Lunn
Don Lynam and Robin 
   Lewis
Michelle Maitland
Ann Maki
Barbara Mann
Robert and Molly Mann
Eric Marcus and Lela Riley
Ildikó Marcus
Pam and Dan Marion
R.A. Martineau and Jane 
   Dorsey
Lynn Mazur
Maureen McCormick and 
   John Ritzenthaler
James McGail
Michael McGovern
Allen and Heidi McGrew
Carol McLaughlin
Eric McLellan
McManus Family
Gerilyn Meany
Susan Miller
Rich and Sheila Miller
Melanie Miller
Denise Minch
Jeffrey N Molnar
Martha Moody
Kate Mooneyham
Connie and Dick Moorman
Richard and Jo Ann Moran
Lee and Vicki Morgan
Paul and Wendy Morse
Hays Moulton
Denny and Krisanne 
   Mrozinski
Paul and Caroline Mullin
Pamela Murn
The Myers Family
Mary Beth and Muni 
   Natarajan
Mike and Diana Nelson
Holly and Brian Nevels
Thomas and Sandra 
   Neville
Steve and Tara Novak
Cathy and Don Obringer
Ned Oldham

Cynthia Olsen
Craig and Jenny Oshima
Christine Ostlund
Nola Palomino
Lisa Parker
Suzanne Patterson
John and Lynda Pauley
Katherine and Steen 
   Pedersen
Kara and Justin Pennella
Derrick and Ruth Petry
Catherine Phillips and Tom 
   Dietrich
Cindy and Steve Piatt
Renee Pinkelman
Tara Poling
Gilah Pomeranz and Shep 
   Anderson
Merrelyn Powers
Nancy Putnam
Roi and Linden Qualls
Jon Ralinovsky
Nancy and Thomas 
   Rambasek
Alan Raney and Susan 
   Stiles
Kathy and Matt Reed
Jim and Kim Reynolds
Sandra and Steven Rhodes
Richard Rice
Julia Richardson
Randy Richarson
Scott Risner and Matthew 
   Erhard
Mark and Cyndi Robertson
Anne M Robinson
Daniel Roby
Kim Rohmann
Daniel and Jennie Rohrer
Nick Roll
Kevin Rose
Carol Rose
Rike Rothenstein
Kirk Rowe
Beth Rubin and Brian Potts
Barbara and Alvin L Ruhe
Tim and Patty Ryan
Paul Rybolt and Kris Cox
Nancy and David Sanders
Miguel Angel Santiago
George Schauer
Bill Schieman and Monica 
   Donohoo
Charlotte Schiff
Jeff Schimer
Steve Schlather and Nancy 
   Flinchbaugh
David and Barbara 
Breeden Schmenk
John and Jennifer Schutte
Robert and Jane Scott
Jerry and Marge Sedlacek
Dana A. Semmes
Kim and Dan Semsel
Shannon and Jonathan 
   Sharp
George Shaw
Richard Silliman
Donna Silvert
Fran Simon



Michael and Sara Singer
Kirsten Skaggs and Paul 
   Comstock
Scott Skiple
Roy and Dagmar Smith
Carolyn Smith and Curt 
   Nelson
Tracey Smith
Barbara Smith
Dr. Gary and Clare Snyder
Margaret and Pressley 
   Stack
Charles Stephens
Michael Sterzer
Perry Stewart
John Stireman
Fred and Kathy Stockwell
Bradley Stork
Elizabeth Stotler
Cynthia Stratton and Judy 
   Winterwood
Carol Sweeney
Robert and Kathy Swisher
Erika and Dan Tallman
Francine Taylor
Chad and Melinda Taylor
David R. Thompson
Timothy and Lynn Tobey
Greg and Bobbi Treadwell
Thad Triplett
Loren and Deb Trout
Aimee Troutwine
Karen Turner
Jeanne Ulrich and Wally 
   Rehm
Yvonne Vadeboncoeur and 
   Eliot Gaines
Kathryn Van der Heiden 
   and Grover Criswell

Todd and Laura Van Lehn
Charles Vangas
Dominique H. Vasseur
David and Pam Vernot
Margaret Vimmerstedt
Jason Vogel and Kristen 
Allen-Vogel
Nancy Wade
Robert and Janet 
   Wakefield
David S Warren
Cathianne Watkins and Jeff 
   Fisher
Keith and Mary Watson
Margaret Wehrle and John 
   Tooley
Sharon Werner
Mary White
Thomas and Liz Whitman
Judy Williams
Woodrow Willis
Donna and Andrew Wilson
Ben Wilson
Jacqueline Winkler
Anne Wisecup
Suzanne Wittneben
Anna Laura Wolf-Powers
J. Kevin Wolfe
Ashley and Owen Wolfe
Ron Wood
Judy Woods
Jonatha Wright
Carol Yegerlehner
Cynthia Young
Barbara Zulliger and Tim 
   Barhorst
Melissa and Orry Zumbiel
Michael Zwart

Glen Helen Association Donors, $100 or more in 
fiscal year 2024

Anonymous (13)
Ray and Marlene Acus
Susan Alberter
Nancy and Greg Ali
Denise and Neil Allen
Michael Anderson and Katie 
   Warber
Kristen Andreae and Roger 
   Beal
Martha Antolik
Kristen Arnt
Steve and Carol Artley
Cara Ascarrunz
Juanita Atwood
Joseph and Rosa Auletta
Kaurin Azra
Jessica Bacon
Ray Bailey and Bob Petrucci
Cathy and Don Balas
Bryan Barletto
John Beals
Rodney Bean and Michelle 
   Giguere
Anne Beecroft
Adam and Noreen 
   Beiersdorfer
Andrew Bent and Anna 
   Huttenlocher
Janet Bent and Rick Pinkley
Nancy Bent and Roger 
   Reason
Fred and Daphne Berge
Martha and Robert Betts

Dan and Kathy Beverly
Carol Bieri and Joel Sanders
Brian and Leslie Black
Jeffrey Boff
Ed Bolka and Diane Imbrogno
Jacob and Rebekah Boswell
Chuck and Judy Braden
Richard Bradley and Amy 
   Tovar
Phyllis Braun
James Brewer
Steven Conn and Angela 
   Brintlinger
Dale Brown
Elaine B. Brown
Jane Brown and Paul Beck
Steve Brown
Mary A. Bullen
Dianne and Jeff Burroughs
Emily Buster
Linda Butler and Steven 
   Nissen
Dr. Alejandro Calvo
Wayne and Laurie Carmichael
Polly Case-Lohrer and Klaus 
   Lohrer
Deborah A. and David J. 
   Catrow, III
Virginia Caudill
Shuly Cawood
John and Robert Cencig
Linda Z. Chernick
Judith Church

John Cimarosti
Joseph Cimoch
Carol J Clark
Scott Cline
Bill and Betsy Coffin
Margaret Collins
Ginger Comstock
Dolores Conrad
Irene C. Cooke
Andrew Cordle
Linda and Robert Crane
Karen Crist
William T. Culliton
Denise and Christine Cupps
Parviz and Harriet Dadras
Ruth Darrow
Ed Davis and Viki Church
Phil Dean
Jeanette M. Dehus
Violet Ann deLanglade
Elena and Andre deLaunay
Patricia DeMaria
Laura Dempsey
Holly and Michael Di Flora
Celia Diamond
Dorothy Dick
Ann and Dave Diller
Rick and Faye Donahoe
Brad Dozier
Phil Dreety and Louisa 
   Scarpelli
Sheila K Drennen
Eleanor Drey and Warren 
   Saunders
Diane DuBose
Patricia Dudick
Jordan Duvall
Elaine and Donald Dvorak
Katie Egart
James Eidemiller
M. Helen Eier
Hannah Elemary
Neenah Ellis and Noah Adams
Lora Ellis-Mazzaro and Mario 
   Mazzaro
Tammy Emrick
Arida Emrys and Frank 
   Connors
Claire Enterline
Jennifer Erickson
Keith and Joan Erickson
Sara Ernst
Peggy Erskine
Sonia and Larry Ewald
Jamie and Heather Fine
Susan and Dave Finster
Jason Fisher
Michelle Ann and CJ Fogarty
Caelan and Aven Ford
Elizabeth Fox
Steve and Janet Frederick
Laurie Freeman
Martin L. Fried
Steve and Rose Fryburg
Mark and Joanne Fuchs
John and Elaine Gaglione
John and Maryann Gall
Joseph and Joan Gallagher
Ginger Gandy and Pam 
   Jacobson
Greg Gatson
Scott and Pam Geisel
Erna Gelles and Alan 
MacCormack
Lara Gerstein
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Gerstle
Roger Gifford and Antonette 
   Lucente
Elizabeth Gleason
Timothy and Kelly Gockel
Nicholas and Anna Gough
Elizabeth Gould
Kelly Green
Diane and Saul Greenberg
Anne and Ed Griffith
Owen and Toni Griffith
Steven Grinnell

Elizabeth Grubb
Erika and Matthew Grushon
Wayne Gulden and Bette 
   Kelley
Caroline Guthrie
Elizabeth and Michael 
   Gutmann
Kate Hagenbuch Martel and 
   Charles Martel
Lisa Haglund and Steve Slack
Charles D. Hall
Angela Haller
Edward Hamilton
Corey Harman
Marilyn Harness
Amy Harper
Phil and Greta Hartje
Chloe Harvey
James Hatch and Patricia 
   Jennings
Jack Hathaway and Sheila 
   Purpura
Rebecca Haughawout
Joann Hausser
John Hayes
Mat Heck, Jr.
Angela Hedges
Richard and Lilly Heil
Wayne Heinfeld
Sarah Hempstead
John Hennings
Dave and Keiko Hergesheimer
Eva Herndon
Marie Hertzler
David and Guin Hillman
Jon Hoffman
Kristine Hofstra and Elizabeth 
   Wiley
Terri Holden and Holly 
Smith-Conway
Sheila and Roger Hollenbaugh
J. Marc Holser
Deborah L Holtsberry
Donna and Robert Horton
Clark Hotaling
Dale Hotaling
Roz and Gary Houseknecht
John Hoyt
Don Hubschman
Doris Hubschman
Kathy and Roger Huff
James Huffman
Carl Hyde
Martha Hyde
Mia Inman
Clint Ison
Desiree Nickell and Ellis 
   Jacobs
Gretchen and Michael Jacobs
Constance Johnson-Chapman 
   and Ted Chapman
Nancy Jones
Matthew Joseph
Jim Judge
Neil and Sandy Kalfas
Brady Karns
Laura Jo Kearns
Ellen Keeler
Ronald Kerans and Robin 
   Hamilton
Nicole Kessler and Matt Kurk
Larry and Marilyn Klaben
Joseph Knapp and Sarah 
   Pines
Holly Knouff
John Koerner
Jeffrey Koncki
William Kovacs, II
Bob Kozmar
Len Kramer and Toni Dosik
David Krassner
Michael J Kraus
Todd and Lisa Kreeger
Keith and Elaine Kresge
Robert and Carol Krinsky
Rick and Chris Kristensen
Marcella Krul

Lori Kuhn and Karl 
   Hendrickson
Katherine Lambes
Kathryn A. Lamme
Alexander Langendorf
Avrum and Dannette Lank
Adam Lanter and Shyam 
   Rajadhyaksha
Tom and Janet Lasley
Albert and Patricia Laszlo
Jim and Patricia Latham
Shane and Mary Latham
Jaxon Laudick
Clinton Lawhorne
Alice and Donald Laybourne
Lawrence Lee and Carol Lynn 
   Dimond
April Lemaster
Hans D Lenz
Rita Lethert
Greg Lind
Joyce Lingo
Vicki and Ron Linville
Greg Love
Don Lynam and Robin Lewis
Maggie Mahle
Nancy Mahoney and Dennis 
   Latimer
Bruce and Cheryl Maier
Barbara Mann
Ildikó Marcus
Howard and Becky Marks
Michael Martin
Aimee and Benji Maruyama
Ken and Darrell May
Alecia and Peter McClure
Holly McConnaughey
David and Barbara McCormick
Jennifer McCormick
Lynn McCown
Chad McCoy
Marjorie and Richard 
McCracken
Kerri McDonald
James McGail
Warren McKay
Marjorie McLellan and Gary 
   Greenberg
Whittaker W. Mead
Elizabeth Mersky
Callasandra Michaels
Donna Milam
Basia Miller
David and Mary Miller
Patricia Miller
David Miltenberger
William and Kim Miracle
Jody Mitchell
Stephen Mitchell
Margaret Mitchem
Kurt Miyazaki and Ruth Hoff
Connie and Dick Moorman
Faith Morgan
Shawnee Moseman
Linda Murphy
Nick Muska and Susan 
Hartman Muska
Nina Myatt
Jerry and Diana Neely
Mike and Diana Nelson
Robert and Carey Nelson
Paul Nichols
Aaron Nielsen and Evelyn 
   Boettcher
William Nikolaus
Maria Niswonger
Donald L. O’Connor
Eileen O’Shaughnessy
Kelley and Eric Oberg
Patricia Oberg
Fred Oliver
Judy Oplinger
Russell and Paula Osgood
Craig and Jenny Oshima
Dean and Sheila Pallotta
Mark and Diana Partee
Andrew Parth

John and Lynda Pauley
Ren Pepper
Larry and Elaine Perkins
John Phinney
Jeffrey Piercey
Audrey Platt
David and Beth Player
Donald L. Pogoda
David Popenoe
Jesse Post
Linda L Post
Merrelyn Powers
Cynthia and Sam Pratt
Rachel Price
Valerie Purtilo
Jon Ralinovsky
Angus Randolph
Delia and Michael Raymer
Richard Rice
Sheila Dungan Richmond
Kim Rickler
Marcia Ridgley
Jack Ridley
Todd Rissone
Evelyn Robbins
Ann Roberts
Phil and Connie Robertson
Marcia Robinson
Daniel Roby
Marilyn Rodney
Timothy and Gladys Rogers
Dorothy Smith and Catherine 
   Roma
Arlene Ronda
George and Alison Rooney
Jeanne Rose
Janet Ross
John and Helen Rossmiller
Carol Rothman and Scott 
   Ullman
Philip and Frances Rouse
Jean and Lance Rudegeair
David and Julie Rutter
Katherine Rylien
Roger Samaniego
Kay Sandusky
Linda Sargent
John and Meredith Sarkees
Tom Schaefer and Cindy 
   Cooke
Christiane M. Schierloh
Gail and Rick Schikora
Fritz and Maria Schuermeyer
Jeanette Schultz
Zoe S. Shade
Michael and Margaret 
   Shannon
Mona Shattell
Brian and Yvonne Shelburne
David and Katherine Siegler
Richard Silliman
Donna Silvert
Mr. Milton Simmons
Joshua and Anna Singer
Zak and Smita Skrivanek
Lisa Smale
David Smith
David and Leslie Smith
Deborah Smith
Rhea Smith
Roy and Dagmar Smith
Daniel and Deborah Snavely
Greg Snyder
Sabrina Snyder
Elizabeth A. Sorensen
Frances Spatafora
Mark Stabler
Charles Stephens
Daniel and Anita Stephenson
Sheldon Stillions
Teresa M. Stinson
Lawrence Stone
Don Story
John and Gretchen Stratton
Rhonda Stricklett
Ronda Stricklett

Connie Strobbe and Carter de 
   Werd
David Strohscher
Courtney Sulentic
Jim and Jan Swaney
Laura K. and Norm Swauger
Erika and Dan Tallman
Charles Taylor and Mei Chiang
Shara and Steve Taylor
Ilse Tebbetts
Katherine and Perry Thacker
Kimberly Thigpen Tart
Beverly Thomas
Stephen Tiefert
Bryan Timpe
Aundrea Jill Tipton
Howard and Nina Tolley
Craig Tuttle and Cindy 
   Vennerholm
Yvonne Vadeboncoeur and 
   Eliot Gaines
Julia Valentine
Jon Vanderglas
Caitlin VanDusen
Katherine and John Vassallo
Dominique H. Vasseur
Amy Vaughn
Margaret Veenstra
Deborah Vernet
Tucker Viemeister
Jason Vogel and Kristen 
Allen-Vogel
Nancy and Rick Vogel
Bruce Wallenta
Jessica Wallis
Serena Skye Ward

Rob Warren and Sally Mazur
Pamela Watsek
Glenn and Jane Watts
Bill Webb
Andrea Webster
Larry Weinstein
Maxine Anne Weinstein
Hannah and Shawn 
   Weisgerber
Heidi Welch
Sharon Wescott
Bert and Mary Ann Wheeler
Thomas and Liz Whitman
Betsy B. Whitney
Debra Whittaker
Erin Whitty
William T. Wildenhaus
Bonnie Wilkinson
Adrienne Wilson
Cathy J. Wilson
Donna and Andrew Wilson
Jo Wilson and David Wishart
Marcy Winnenberg
Eliza Wise and AJ Barnes
Douglas Wittig
Jonatha Wright
Donald Yoder
Mike Yuen
Dr. Lori Zakel and Mark 
   Knowles
Catherine Zimmerman and 
   John Baldasare
Barbara Zulliger and Tim 
   Barhorst
John and Janice Zwolshen

Business, Municipal, and Organizational 
Contributors

AC Service Company Inc.
American Parts Depot
Anthrotech
The Artburetum
Battelle Memorial Institute
Buckeye Vodka
Brukner Nature Center
Crawfordsville High School 
   Class of 1965
Delong Air, Inc
Dorothy Lane Market
Dunphy Real Estate, Inc.
Sheila Dunphy Pallotta, LLC
Flying Mouse Farms
Greene County 
   Beekeepers Association
Charley Harper Art Studio
House of AUM
I.O.O.F. Lodge 279
InBalance Counseling and 
   Coaching Ltd.
Keystone Flora
Kiwanis Club of Springfield
The Kroger Co.
LIMA Rentals LLC
Live and Let Dye, LLC
Ohio Pain Clinic
Old Scratch Pizza
ONEHOPE
Pure Ohio Wellness
REI - Beavercreek
Reichley Insurance 
   Agency

Screenplay Printing
Smith, Moses and 
   Company, LLC
Springs Healing Massage
Star Pediatrics
Stuckey and Troutwine, 
   CPAs
Swoon Salon and Spa
Suburban Veterinary Clinic
Synchrony Financial
Three Ten Bed and 
   Breakfast
Tom’s Market
Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Yellow 
   Springs
Valley Laundry Inc.
Vance Environmental, Ltd.
Vernay Laboratories, Inc.
Vesper Energy
The Village Gatehouse
Wagner Subaru
Walmart and Sam’s Club 
   Local Giving
Wheat Penny Oven 
   and Bar
Yellow Springs Exempted 
   School District
Yellow Springs Friends 
   Meeting
YS Federal Credit Union

Foundation Supporters

Arabic Club Foundation
Charlottesville Area 
   Community Foundation
Clean Ohio Conservation   
   Fund
The Crabill Family 
   Foundation
The Dayton Foundation
The Llewellyn Foundation
Mathile Family Foundation
The McHenry Family Fund
Morgan Family Foundation
Network for Good
Pledgeling Foundation
Rotary Club of Springfield 
   OH Foundation
Della Selsor Trust
Springfield Foundation
Szilagyi Family Foundation
United Way of Central Ohio
VFW of Ohio Charities
Weber Giving Fund
The Clara Weiss Fund
Wyse Family Foundation
Yellow Springs Community 
   Foundation

 

Outdoor Education Center Naturalists: Fall & Spring

ANNUAL REPORT 2023-2024  |  7



405 Corry Street, Yellow Springs, OH 45387-1895
937-769-1902

www.glenhelen.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The year was 1929. Glen Helen had just been dedicated 
as a living memorial to Helen Birch Bartlett. In this image 
from noted photographer Axel Bahnsen, Helen’s father, 
Hugh Taylor Birch poses with Antioch College president 
Arthur Morgan and his wife Lucy in front of “Helen’s Tree.”

The great White oak tree is no longer with us, but the 
boulder can be found to this day along the Inman Trail 
near the Birch Creek Cascades. The plaque on the 
boulder contains an excerpt from Helen’s poem 
Up In The Hills.

The earth smells old and warm and mellow, and all 
things lie in peace. 
I too serenely lie here under the white-oak tree, and 
know the splendid flight of hours all blue and gay, 
sun-drenched and still.

The picture also tells the story of how much the forest 
has grown in the past 95 years. Other than the two large 
trees near the front of the frame, the land in the back-
ground appears devoid of trees. Yet, visit that spot 
today, and you’ll be in the heart of the woods. 

Helen’s Tree


